AN ANALYSIS OF BONE ARTIFACTS FROM THE SIDEY-MACKAY SITE

by Peter Hamalainen

Abstract

Bone and shell tools, ornaments, ceremonial objects and miscellaneous artifacts from the Petun
Sidey-Mackay BbHa-6 archaeological site are reported.

Résumée

Compte-rendu du site archéologique Petun Sidey-Mackay BbHa-6: des outils d’os et de coquilles,
des bibelots, des objets de cérémonie et d autres objets faconnés.

Introduction

The Sidey-Mackay village site (BbHa-6) is located in Lots 8 and 9 in Concession 5 of Nottawasaga
Township (now Clearview Township), Simcoe County. It lies atop a flat terrace directly south of
Caroline Street at the western outskirts of the village of Creemore. As the name suggests, the site
occupies two different properties, Sidey (lot 9) and Mackay (north half of lot 8), these being the
names of the landowners at the time of the site's discovery.

The site is a village which has been dated to the late sixteenth century and represents the earliest
phase of Petun occupation of the Collingwood area. It is one of a few protohistoric Petun sites in
this region. Only a few European trade goods have been recovered from it during its excavation.

The site was first recorded early this century by W.J. Wintemberg, who collected from the site in
1923 and followed this by excavation in 1926 (Garrad, 1978: 14). Wintemberg's excavations were
mainly confined to the Sidey part of the site. In 1977 Charles Garrad conducted further
excavations, this time on the Mackay portion.

The faunal artifacts from the Sidey-Mackay Site had been described briefly in prior literature.
Wintemberg gave a detailed accounting of the faunal artifacts recovered in his excavations
(Wintemberg, 1946) while the bone artifacts recovered by Garrad have been described by Prevec
in her faunal analysis (Prevec, 1979). Wintemberg's and Prevec's analyses were used by this
writer in his thesis research (Hamalainen, 1981).

This study came about in 1995, when Janet Cooper obtained most of the faunal artifacts recovered
by Wintemberg from the National Museum of Civilization for a private study. As this writer had
done his M.A. thesis on the Petun, and since the thesis dealt in part with Petun bone tools, a
partnership was formed to study and describe the bone tools from the site. Once Wintemberg's
sample had been studied, the project was extended to include the animal bone artifacts recovered
by Garrad.
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Altogether, the sample studied numbered 289 specimens (see Figure 1). The identifications
include over twenty mammal, bird, turtle, freshwater mussel, aquatic snail and marine shell taxa
(see Appendix). It should be emphasized that the present study does not include all of the bone
artifacts recovered by Wintemberg, as some of the specimens no longer appear to be included in
the Wintemberg sample. Finally, although this study is concerned with the Sidey-Mackay bone
tool sample, when this is thought to be relevant, comparisons will be made with bone tool samples
found on the other Petun sites.

The following discussion of the bone tools is crganized into four parts; Tools, Ornaments and
Ceremonial Objects. These reflect the various functions of the artifacts. A few interesting
specimens which could not be identified as to their function and are included under the heading of
Miscellaneous.

Figure 1: List of Analyzed Bone Tools from the Sidey-Mackay Site

Tools MNS %
Harpoons 6 2.1
Projectile Points 2 0.7
Mussel Sheli Artifacts 7 2.4
Awls 50 173
Antler Artifacts 13 45
Rodent Incisor Tools 71 24.6
Fleshers 2 0.7
Flesher/Awl 1 03
Cervid Phalanges 12 42
Netting Needles 14 48
Total 178 61.6
Ornaments
Tube Beads 46 15.9
Tooth Ornaments 22 7.6
Pendants 2 0.7
Shell Beads 27 93
Exotic Shell Beads 8 28
105 36.3

Ceremonial Objects
Turtle Sheill 2 0.7

Human Ulnar Awl 1 03
3 1.0
Miscellaneous 3 1.0

Grand Total 289 999
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Tools

The bone tool sample was the largest in the assemblage. Altogether, they numbered 178 artifacts,
which accounted for over 61% of the analyzed sample.

Harpoon Points

Six harpoons or harpoon fragments were found at the site. Two of these were complete, two were
shaft fragments , one a tip fragment and the remaining specimen a barb. Four artifacts were made
of cervid antler, which appears to have been the preferred raw material for making harpoons. Of
the remaining two specimens, one was fashioned from a white-tailed deer metatarsal buttress ridge
and the other from an unidentified bone fragment belonging to a large species of mammal.

The first of the two complete harpoons was made of antler (see figure 2). It was unilaterally barbed,
with the barbs numbering three. The hole on the stem of the harpoon had been biconically drilled
and measured 3 mm in diameter. The specimen was highly polished and exhibited striations
running lengthwise along the blade, which probably reflect use wear. The artifact measured 184
mm in length, 16 mm in width and had a thickness of 5 mm.

The other complete harpoon had been fashioned from a white-tailed deer metatarsal buttress ridge.
In shape it was needie-like and triangular in cross section. The harpoon had been unilateraily
barbed along one of the edges, with the barbs numbering four. There was no hole and the shaft
exhibited high polish. The length of this specimen was 179 mm and its thickness 6 mm.

Of the remaining fragments, one shaft fragment deserves mention, as it was very similar to the first
complete harpoon discussed above. it was made of antler and the hole was biconicaily drilled. it
would have been larger than the complete artifact, but was apparently broken during the process of
manufacture. This is indicated by the barbs which were not quite finished. The artifact's width and
thickness were 36 mm and 13 mm respectively, while the hole was 10 mm in diameter.

Projectile Points

Two projectile point were included in the sample. The first was made of antler and appeared as a
faunal version of the typical Iroquoian Madison point. It was triangular, basally notched and fluted.
Its length was 59 mm and width at base 14 mm. The thickness of the blade was 5 mm and that of
the fluted base 3mm (see figure 3).

The second point had been fashioned of an extremity bone belonging to a medium or large sized
‘mammal. The tip of the specimen was missing, but the base was notched and the blade exhibited
lengthwise striations as well as a high amount of polish. The specimen was over 46 mm long and
10 mm wide at its base.

Freshwater Mussel Shell Artifacts

Seven freshwater mussel shell fragments were artificially altered. One of these was identified as
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Lampsilis radiata, another as Elliptio complanatus, three as Elliptio sp. and the remaining two as

belonging to the family Unionidae. No function could be determined for these artifacts. It is likely
that most of these shell fragments represent too!making debitage. Leechman (Leechman, 1949:

56) has suggested that some of them may have functioned as corn shellers.

The only artifact for which a function could be suggested, was a Unionidae shell fragment which
was shaped like a blunt ended knife. The tool did not serve a cutting function, however, as all the
edges had been rounded and ground. This artifact may well have served as a pottery smoother.

The measurements for the artifact are length 67 mm, width of blade 23 mm and width of handle 16
mm.

Awls

Bone awls were one of the largest artifact types encountered in the Sidey-Mackay sample.
Altogether, they numbered 50 specimens, which accounted for 17.3% of the faunal artifact sample.

Figure 4: Bone Awls from the Sidey-Mackay Site
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