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Abstract

Samuel de Champlain's record of his meeting the Odawa Cheveux-releves in 1615 is examined, and
aspects of the relationship between the Odawa and the Petun are speculatively suggested.

Resume

Le dossier de Samuel de Champlain relatifs a sa visite chez les Odawa Cheveux-releves en 1615 est
examine, et les aspects des relations entre les Odawas et les Petuns sont largement evoquees.

Note on Original French Text

The text of Champlain's writings exclusively referenced in this Bulletin is "Voyages etDescowertvres
'aites en la nowelle France ..", Paris, 1619, this being the only one of several versions most certainly
authored by Champlain, translated into English and published by the Champlain Society, Toronto, in
1929 (Champlain 111:xi-xii, 1-230).

Notes on MaRs

Figure 1 - Champlain and Odawa Meeting Places 1615 and 1616. 2

Figure 2 - the French River indicated by Champlain in 1616 and 1632. 3

On the unfinished untitled draft map of 1616 the French River between Lake Nipissing (7 - lac des
bicerenis) and Georgian Bay (Mer douce) is marked '33', meaning "R. de reuillon". The significance of
this name (Revillon ?) is not known.

On the "Carte de la Nouvelle France" 1632 the French River between Lake Nipissing (Lac des Biserenis)
and Georgian Bay (Mer douce), is marked '88', for which is given the simple description "Riuiere qui se
va descharger a la mer douce" (River which discharges into the Freshwater Sea) (Champlain VI:244).
A number of huts, possibly representing villages, are shown on both sides of the river. On the west
(north) side of the river is the legend "Lieu ou les sawages font secherie de framboise, et blue tous les
ans" (place where the savages dry raspberries and blueberries every year).

Introduction

In 1615 Champlain set off up the Ottawa River to fulfil his Commission "to bring into subjection,
submission and full obedience all the people .." he discovered, and with them "to trade and traffic amiably
and peacefully; to have carried out to this end .. discoveries and reconnaissance .. notably from the said
place called Quebec to and as far as he shall be able, to extend upwards from this place, in the interior
of the lands and rivers which discharge into the said Saint Lawrence river, to try to find the easy route to
pass through the said country to the country of China and the East Indies .." (Jaenen 1996:54-55). This
was his second and now successful attempt to ascend the Ottawa River, the commencement of his last
major exploration and furthest adventure. His intentions were several, arising from differing provisions
of his Commission. He hoped to contact the Nipissing Indians whom he thought would lead him to the
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Fig. 1. Champlain and Odawa Meeting Places, 1615 and 1616


